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METROPOLITAN HEALTH SERVICE — SPECIAL-PURPOSE FUNDS 

873. Mr R.H. COOK to the Treasurer 

I have a supplementary question. Treasurer, this is a very serious matter, and, given the attention it has received 
both from the Auditor General and the media, one would have thought the Treasurer would have been on top of 
it already. In light of the serious findings of the Auditor General, will the Treasurer give an assurance to the 
house that a raid such as this on specific purpose accounts will not happen again? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Let me just add another part to the answer: I became aware of the breach after the Auditor General had qualified 
his opinion.  

Mr M. McGowan: When was that? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It was when the Auditor General qualified his opinion. 

Mr M. McGowan: Was that yesterday? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: In relation to getting on top of the issue, let me say that it is a serious matter. The 
Financial Management Act provides an important framework for the management of finances by agencies. It 
places certain responsibilities on accountable officers such as directors general and chief executive officers of 
those agencies. I expect—as I am sure Parliament expects—those accountable officers to behave in a manner 
that is reflective of the Financial Management Act.  

In relation to getting on top of the issue, it is interesting that the Auditor General’s report, as I understand it, was 
handed down yesterday morning. It is a serious issue. It was on the front page of The West Australian newspaper 
yesterday. The member for Kwinana is the shadow Minister for Health; I would have thought he would have 
come into this place yesterday and asked a question about it. The Auditor General actually conducted a briefing 
in a little room out the back. We have this important issue that I should have gotten on top of, that the shadow 
Minister for Health was told about yesterday before lunch, but he came and asked us whether Fiona Stanley 
Hospital was still the flagship! The shadow Minister for Health needs to get on top of his job! 

Mr R.H. Cook: There’s just too much to choose from! There’s so many things to embarrass you with! 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Which government train wreck will we deal with today! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The member needs to get on top of his role as shadow minister.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Kimberley! 
 


